
West Sussex 
Health and Life 
Science Cluster
Where Health and Life Sciences 
businesses innovate and flourish



Where innovation, investment 
and quality of life meet
• Immediate membership with established cluster allowing access and 

brokerage of conversations to over 90 Health and Life Science Companies, 
with a strong mix of multinationals, SMEs and start-up across Pharma, 
MedTech and supporting services

• R&D collaboration opportunities with strong surrounding Academic research 
institutions and the world-renowned Blonde Mcindoe Research Foundation

• Targeted investment into the sector to support companies draw funding and 
enhance commercialisation 

• Remarkable quality of life and the beautiful South Downs national park at the 
heart of this county and the coastline as the south

• Direct skills provision from 4 leading universities & 1 Medical school with 
8,7000 undergraduates & 2,885 postgraduates, schemes include student 
placements, ‘real-life’ projects and internships

• Outstanding location being home to Gatwick Airport, 35 miles to Heathrow 
Airport and 40 minute journey to London 
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Opportunities

The establishment of a globally renowned Science 
Park home to industry leading companies 

Potential to leverage over £3.6m  of Local Enterprise 
Partnership Local Growth Fund to support the 
international trade focus on the campus

Supporting infrastructure investment, such as the 
building of a cold-chain facility

Potential Med Tech Accelerator programme where a 
highly competitive selection process forms a cohort 
of 10 highly promising start-ups 

Partners we seek. Whether you are a  
UK or international investor, developer,  

manager or occupier...

Whether you are an institution, a foundation, a 
university or a medical school...

Whether you are an existing company or new 
mover to West Sussex seeking expansion 

space…

...come and talk to us
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Medtech
Acelity (used to be Systagenix)
Advanced Medical Equipment Ltd
Algotec
“Applisci Limited
(+Nanogenic Solutions Limited)
(+Pemphimmune Solutions Limited)”
ATI Atlas Ltd.
Aurora 
Axion Medical
Bard Medical
Baty International
Biodot
BOC Ltd. (public private partnership 
between BOC, REMEO and Guy’s and 
St Thomas’ NHS Foundation Trust)
Capillary Film Technology Ltd
Centurion Scientific
Chemigraphic Ltd
Deltex Medical Group PLC
Diaco Limited
Dolby Vivisol
Edwards High Vacuum
Elekta
Eschmann
Euro Therapy UK Limited

GB Electronics
Genie Care Limited
Hawksley & Sons Ltd
Home Health Hove Ltd
Mercury Products (South) Limited
Meridian Medical Ltd
Middleton Survey Instruments
Mikura Limited
Murray Equipment Co Ltd
OptiGene Ltd
Orbital Prosthetic Supplies
Pentagon Plastics
PFA Prescription Footware Associates
Philips Respironics
PLS Microbiology Ltd
R D T Technology Limited
Radiometer UK Limited
Rayner
Roche Diagnostics Ltd
Rochester Medical Limited
Salts Healthcare
Sera Lab
Shoreline (UK) Ltd
Solent Scales 
Stablitech
Straumann

Temed Medical Limited
Tesla Engineering
Thames Medical Limited
Thesis Technology Products Limited
Toshiba Medical Systems
Varian Medical Systems
Veryan Medical Limited
Welland Medical
Wesbart UK Limited 

Pharmaceutical
Allergy Therapeutics (UK) Limited
Chemovation
CSL Behring Ltd
GlaxoSmithKline PLC
Lisoma International Limited
Novo Nordisk
Pharmacare Ltd
Profile Pharma Ltd
Torrent Pharma (UK) Ltd 

Specialist Services 
& Suppliers
Adelphi Healthcare Packaging 
(+Adelphi Process Equipment)
(+Adelphi Laboratory Equipment)
Cells4Life
Cmed (Clinical Research Services) 
Limited
Cryolab
Donnington Laboratories Ltd
Envision Pharma Ltd
Fisher Clinical Services 
Fittleworth Medical
Hunt Developments
J B C Crawley Industrial Services Ltd
Limehurst Limited
Maddison Product Design
Med-Tech Innovation
Mediwin Limited
Mullbiologics Consultancy Ltd
Nissei Healthcare (UK) Limited
Parafix Tapes and Conversions Ltd
Parexel
Pharma Machines
SLS Services
Spectrum Regulatory Solutions
Sussex Vision
Syntropy Medica Ltd
Theradex (Europe) Limited

West Sussex Health and Life Science  
Cluster Companies
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Where Health and Life Sciences 
businesses innovate and flourish 
From world-renowned Medical and Diagnostic Technology companies, 
to major Pharmaceuticals and Industry Support services, West Sussex’s 
Health and Life Sciences Cluster is booming. The county is home to over 
90 diverse companies, contributing to the forefront of innovation in the 
Global Health and Life Sciences sector. A strong cluster has emerged in 
the county with collaboration between businesses, research and public 
health, facilitated by WSCC who is investing heavily in the growth of 
the sector. West Sussex provides a highly attractive offer for global and 
national businesses wanting to be in the forefront of innovation, in the 
heart of growth. 

The county is home to over 
90 diverse companies, contributing to 
the forefront of innovation in the Global 

Health and Life Sciences sector

Gatwick

Heathrow

Southampton 
Sea Port

Portsmouth 
Sea Port Newhaven

London

M4

M3

M27

M25
M3

M25
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WHERE HEALTH AND LIFE SCIENCES BUSINESSES INNOVATE AND FLOURISH CONT..

Renowned for its magnificent countryside and coastline, home to much of the South Downs National Park, and with an 
unbeatable quality of life, all within close proximity to London, and major international gateways through London Gatwick and 
London Heathrow airports, West Sussex is the base of a booming Health and Life Sciences cluster. It is a vibrant, diverse and 
growing cluster which is key to the local, wider South East and national economy. Historically, the cluster has had strengths in 
pharmaceuticals, but over the years it has also become a market leader in Medical Instruments and Devices as well as a diverse 
range of support services for the industry. 

Being placed so strategically close to international gateways, within an hour of London Heathrow Airport, home to London 
Gatwick Airport (2nd busiest airport in the UK) and close to major ports including Southampton Port (18th largest container port 
in Europe), the opportunities for export-led growth are clear. London and the international clout that it brings is only 40 minutes 
away. Over the years, West Sussex has transformed into a significant hub for many global companies and many have chosen to 
place they have chosen to place their national, regional, or international headquarters including Toshiba Medical Systems, Varian 
Medical Systems, Bard Medical, Roche Diagnostics, a major GSK site and many more. 

As a result of global demand, the industry lends itself to export-driven sales and large investments in world class research and 
development capabilities. Elekta Oncology for example, are building their Centre of Excellence in a multi-million pound investment 
in its state-of-the-art Cornerstone building adjacent to its current offices, which aims to be in the forefront of innovation for 
oncology treatments. The Blond McIndoe Research Foundation is another example of research distinction with their Centre of 
Excellence in plastic, reconstructive and aesthetic research partnering with the Queen Victoria Hospital, now home to over 20 
plastic surgeons making it one of the largest specialist private plastic surgery hospitals in the UK. 

A talented workforce is key to the growth of the sector. Across the four closest universities (Sussex, Brighton, Surrey and 
Chichester) there are 8,700 undergraduates in degrees related to medical and life sciences and over 2,885 postgraduates 
annually. With such strong research institutions surrounding the county, a steady stream of capable workers are on hand to 
provide capacity to the sector’s growth.

To find out more and to hear about further opportunities, visit our webpage: http://www.businesswestsussex.co.uk/252-wshlsc.
html or email us: business.support@westsussex.gov.uk

Over the years, 
West Sussex has 
transformed into 
a significant hub 
for many global 
companies
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West Sussex Health and Life Sciences cluster ecosystem

91 companies
Med Tech PharmaceuticalSpecialist Services & Suppliers

West Sussex Health 
and Life Sciences 

Ecosystem

Kent Surrey Sussex 
Academic Health 
Science Network

Blond McIndoe 
Research Foundation

CCGs

University of 
Chichester

University of 
Sussex

Brighton and 
Sussex Medical 

School

University of 
Brighton

University of 
Surrey

Trusts

57 23 09 

Horsham and Mid Sussex CCG (23 practices)
Crawley CCG (13 practices)

Coastal West Sussex CCG (56 practices)

Private (1 hospital)

Surrey and Sussex Healthcare NHS Trust
(1 hospital)

Sussex Community NHS Trust (3 hospitals)
Western Sussex NHS Foundation Trust

(3 hospitals)
Sussex Partnership NHS Foundation Trust

(1 hospital)
Queen Victoria NHS Foundation
Trust (1 hospital) Faculty of Engineering and 

Physical Sciences 

Faculty of Health and Medical Science

College of Life, Health and 
Physical Sciences 

Clinical Investigation & Research Unit

Clinical Imaging Sciences Centre

School of Engineering & Informatics

School of Life Sciences

Institute of Sport
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LEGEND

Pharmaceutical 

Specialist Services & Suppliers 

Medtech

Railway station

University

HospitalHospital

Motorway

Railway line

Built-up areas

A Road

HOSPITALS

1. Sussex Community NHS Trust
• Bognor Regis War Memorial 

Hospital
• Crawley Hospital
• Salvington Lodge
 
2. Surrey & Sussex Healthcare 

NHS Trust
• East Surrey Hospital
• Horsham Hospital
 
3. Sussex Partnership NHS

Foundation Trust

 
4. Brighton & Sussex University

Hospitals
• Princess Royal Hospital
• Royal Sussex County Hospital
 
5. Queen Victoria Hospital NHS

Foundation Trust
• Queen Victoria Hospital & Blond 

McIndoe Centre
 
6. Western Sussex NHS Foundation

Trust
• Southlands Hospital
• St Richards Hospital
• Worthing Hospital
 
7. Private

Hospital
 

• Meadow�eld Hospital

• Nuf�eld Health Chichester

Locations

1. Acelity (used to be Systagenix)
2. Adelphi Tubes Ltd
3. Advanced Medical Equipment Ltd
4. Algotec
5. Allergy Therapeutics (UK) Limited
6. Applisci Limited
7. ATI Atlas Ltd
8. Aurora
9. Axion Medical
10. Bard Medical
11. Baty International
12. Biodot
13. BOC Ltd
14. Capilary Film Technology Ltd
15. Cells4Life
16. Centurion Scientific
17. Chemigraphic Ltd
18. Chemovation
19. Cmed (Clinical Research Services) Ltd
20. Cryolab
21. CSL Behring Ltd
22. Deltex Medical Group PLC
23. Diaco Limited
24. Dolby Vivisol
25. Donnington Laboratories Ltd
26. Edwards High Vacuum
27. Elekta
28. Envision Pharma Ltd
29. Eschmann
30. Euro Therapy UK Limited

31. Fisher Clinical Services Ltd
32. Fittleworth Medical
33. GB Electronics
34. Genie Care Limited
35. GLaxoSmithKleine PLC
36. Hawksley and Sons Ltd
37. Home Health Hove Ltd
38. Hunt Developments
39. JBC Crawley Industrial Services Ltd
40. Limehurst Limited
41. Lisoma International Limited
42. Maddison Product Design
43. Med-Tech Innovation
44. Mediwin Limited
45. Mercury Products (South) Limited
46. Meridian Medical Ltd
47. Middleton Survey Instruments
48. Mikura Limited
49. Multibiologics Consultancy Ltd
50. Murray Equipment Co Ltd
51. Nissel Healthcare (UK) Limited
52. Novo Nordisk
53. OptiGene Ltd
54. Orbital Prostethic Supplies
55. Parafix Tapes and Conversions Ltd
56. Parexel
57. Pentagon Plastics
58. PFA Prescriptions Footware
59. Pharma Machines
60. Pharmacare Ltd

61. Philips Respironics
62. PLS Microbiology Ltd
63. Profile Pharma Ltd
64. RDT Technology Limited
65. Radiometer UK Limited
66. Rayner (new location 2016)
67. Roche Diagnostics Ltd
68. Rochester Medical Limited
69. Salts Healthcare
70. Sera Lab
71. Shoreline (UK) Limited
72. SLS Services
73. Snorban (UK) (registered as 2001)
74. Solent Scales
75. Spectrum Regulatory Solutions
76. Stabiltech
77. Straumann
78. Sussex Vision
79. Syntropy Medica Ltd
80. Temed Medical Limited
81. Tesla Engineering
82. Thames Medical Limited
83. Theradex (Europe) Limited
84. Thesis Technology Products Limited
85. Torrent Pharma (UK) Ltd
86. Toshiba Medical Systems
87. Varian Medical Systems
88. Veryan Medical Limited
89. Welland Medical
90. Wesbart UK Limited
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Medtech
There are over 90 companies in West Sussex working in the Health and Life Sciences industry. 
These companies are extremely diverse in both their size and their specialisms. Just over a quarter of 
companies are multi-nationals or their subsidiaries like GlaxoSmithKline, Toshiba Medical or Thermo-Fisher. 
Understandably, a much larger contingent (70%) of companies fall under the category of small or medium 
sized enterprises. 

Medical Technology
The Medtech sub-sector is the largest of the three sectors identified with 57 companies, they amount to just over half of all 
the medical and life sciences related companies across West Sussex. Nearly two out of three companies in the sub-sector 
are SMEs and there are several large multinationals doing ground-breaking research on the future of care. This is through 
technological medical devices and the design, manufacture and sale of technology used in identifying and testing for biological 
illnesses and diseases. This can include techniques such as Magnetic Resonance Imaging or CT scans to technologically 
enhanced blood testing. This varies in areas of specialism, from the work of world renowned Elekta in innovative radiotherapy 
techniques, to Aurora who design and develop orthopaedic medical implants with reduced wear properties. This highlights the 
strength in the diversity of the cluster. Companies such as Systagenix, recently purchased by the global company Acelity due 
to it’s extensive portfolio in leading edge advanced wound dressings portray the strength of foreign investment into the sector. 
In the start-up space, companies such as Capillary Film Technology who develop microfluidic technology for field and point 
of care use and Diaco who designed and manufacture a dental chair specifically for the use of wheelchair patients, show that 
innovation happens at every level of this sub-sector. Multinationals such as Roche Diagnostics, Straumann, Varian Medical 
Systems and Philips Respironics have also chosen to base themselves in this vibrant county.

There are over 
90 companies in West 
Sussex working in the 
Health and Life Sciences 
industry....
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Toshiba Medical Systems UK
Toshiba Medical Systems UK is based in Crawleyand is a true pioneer in the diagnostic capabilities 
of medical imaging technology. The company produces world class CT Systems, MRIs, Ultrasounds 
andX-ray devices and continues to find innovative ways to improve them, through quality, comfort 
or accessibility. One of the most impressive advances devised by the company in recent times is 
the re-locatable MRI machine. Attached to a specialised lorry is a completely portable MRI suite, 
capable of being deliveredand up and running within 20 minutes. The benefits of such a system 
are obvious, with hospitals able to provide short term increases in capacity or maintain service 
during maintenance. The unit even made an appearance at the Commonwealth Games, providing 
immediate diagnostic capabilities to injured athletes’ medical teams.

Elekta
Elekta has made a multi-million pound investment in its state-of-the-art Cornerstone building 
aiming to create a Centre of Excellence Campus adjacent to its current offices, and the future of 
West Sussex based innovation and high tech medical manufacturing looks stronger than ever. The 
company’s 900 employees are working together to build upon Crawley’s pioneering research in 
radiation therapy over the last 70 years with the manufacture, research and design of revolutionary 
new cancer treatment devices to be led right here in the county. Currently along with Royal Phillips 
and a consortium of universities Elekta is developing an MRI guided radiation therapy system. This 
innovation is designed to enable clinicians to deliver radiation under real-time MRI guidance.

One of the most impressive 
advances devised by the 
company in recent times 

is the re-locatable MRI 
machine...
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Pharmaceutical
Pharmaceuticals has typically been a market for large companies. The time and investment required can 
often mean large barriers to entry and therefore fewer companies. However the sub-sector is far from 
under-represented across the county with a variety of companies across the pharmaceutical specialism. 
The pharmaceuticals sub-sector in West Sussex is small in number but high in value. There are nine 
companies in the sub-sector but it is the top four which dominate in terms of the turnover figures in 
general global brand awareness. All four are multinationals and the remaining SMEs are high turnover 
ventures compared to other industries. 

The work being carried out is often complex research and development along with manufacturing, 
requiring highly skilled staff who are all contributing to the reputation of the county within the sector. With 
the UK pharmaceuticals industry receiving high levels of investment, West Sussex businesses are in an 
ideal position to benefit due to its supporting infrastructure and diverse business and research mix. 

As well as GlaxoSmithKline, who are highlighted below, West Sussex is home to other big players such 
as Novo Nordisk the diabetes care company and CSL Behring the plasma protein biotherapies company 
who develop therapies from human plasma.

The Pharmaceutical  
sub-sector is small in 
number but high in value.
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GlaxoSmithKline
GlaxoSmithKline is one of the world’s most famous pharmaceutical companies. Its presence in 
West Sussex has been felt for 55 years and currently employing over 900 people in Worthing. 
It is this plant which is soon to be enhanced by the multimillion pound investment which has 
recently been given planning permission. The initial £100 million investment, expected to be 
closer to £200 million over three years, safeguards these jobs and will see the output of the 
antibiotic Augmentin nearly double from 80 to 140 million tonnes every year. Augmentin being 
one of the most popular antibiotics drugs used in the world. With the technical capability, 
experience and skills of the local staff and employment pool, West Sussex was deemed to be 
the right location for the future of this operation and we trust that this will serve as an indicator 
to the rest of the sector that the county is open for business.

Allergy Therapeutics
Allergy Therapeutics has over 80 years of experience in developing improved allergy vaccines 
and the mechanisms with which they are administered. Headquartered in Worthing, they are an 
example of the pioneering talent that we believe can be commonplace across the county with 
greater collaboration and investment in the cluster. 

Their strong patent-protected portfolio displays their research and development credentials.  
A willingness to lead the way in areas like the use of Microcrystalline Tyrosine as a slow release 
depot adjuvant for the active allergen components, demonstrates confidence and knowledge 
of the market that illustrates the potential that smaller pharmaceutical companies can achieve. 

They have developed a wide range of injected aluminium-free allergy vaccines combined with 
MPL and also orally administered allergy vaccines. Oral-based models have the potential for 
self-administration, with a GP prescription providing patient convenience as opposed to the 
injection model.

The initial £100 million 
investment, expected to be 
closer to £200 million over 

three years...
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Specialist Services & Suppliers
As a result of the strong health and life science sector across West Sussex and the wider South East, several 
companies which work symbiotically with the industry have been able to thrive. There are 39 companies that 
have links to the medical technologies and pharmaceuticals companies, with three multinationals such as 
Fisher Clinical Services and Cmed offering a range of services including clinical trials, product development 
consulting and supply chain management. The smaller companies in this sub-sector offer a whole range 
of services, including Cryolab which provides cryogenic laboratory equipment and services for things like 
IVF provision. 

There are also consultancy companies that assist with product design like Maddison Product Design helping 
with prototyping and commercialising new technology. Theradex has built its business by providing clinical 
research services focused on oncology, working with pharmaceutical and biotech businesses across Europe 
to de-risk treatment development, so that innovative and more efficacious therapeutics are available to help 
provide personalised treatments for cancer patients. Pentagon Plastics offers toolmaking and plastic moulding 
for product development and production. Parafix provides tailored adhesive solutions with medical tape, foam, 
film and foil materials. 

...several companies 
which work symbiotically 
with the industry have 
been able to thrive.
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Fisher Clinical Services
Fisher Clinical Services is part of the BioPharma Services Division of Thermo Fisher Scientific, a 
world leading service provider in aiding scientific research, complex analytical challenges, patient 
diagnostics and laboratory productivity across a range of medical and environmental industries. 
Customer sectors include pharmaceutical and biotech companies, hospitals and clinical diagnostic 
labs, universities, research institutions and government agencies. From clinical studies and regulation 
through to supply chain consultancy, manufacturing, outbound logistics and cold chain storage, 
the 50,000 employees of Thermo Fisher Scientific around the world have unparalleled expertise in 
biomedical services, culminating in a complete, world class service.

Tesla Engineering
Tesla Engineering specialise in making gradient coils for MRI scanners as well as specialist 
components for other medical applications including photon therapy equipment used in the 
treatment of cancers precisely targeting the tumour while minimising damage to the surrounding, 
healthy tissue. Their production base in Storrington includes high vacuum systems and cryogenic 
systems, including cryostat cold mass suspension design and manufacturing capability. They are a 
world class company having even provided electromagnet accelerators to physics institutes such 
as CERN. 

...unparalleled expertise 
in biomedical services, 

culminating in a complete, 
world class service.
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Healthcare providers
There are several care providers across West Sussex, both 
public and private. The strength of the service provided 
by these hospitals is a credit to the county and provides a 
strong foundation on which to build upon the successes 
of the Health and Life Sciences industries. It couples the 
cluster’s excellent research and development credentials with 
a practical test-bed on which to grow. 

The county is served by three Clinical Commissioning 
Groups: Crawley, Horsham and Mid Sussex and Coastal 
West Sussex. Each group’s population faces different 
challenges. 

As well as the numerous GP practices, there are also 
14 hospitals with varying forms of service delivery 
and specialisation.

Queen Victoria Hospital –  
Blond McIndoe Research Foundation (BMRF)
BMRF is a research charity focusing on wound healing, repair and regeneration for burn 
survivors and patients with soft tissue injuries. The research foundation was founded 
after WW2 and aims to bridge the gap between chemists and scientists in academic 
institutions to accelerate new, innovative treatments making their way to patients. 
Working alongside them within the Queen Victoria Hospital is the private McIndoe 
Surgical Centre. Having opened its doors in 1999, the surgical centre’s mission was to 
become a Centre of Excellence in plastic, reconstructive and aesthetic surgery. It is now 
home to over 20 plastic surgeons making it one of the largest specialist private plastic 
surgery hospitals in the UK.

The BMRF has a long term ambition to create the first scar tissue Bio Bank in the UK in 
partnership with Queen Victoria Hospital and the University of Brighton. Using donated 
scar tissue from patients, research can help drive forward innovation. For example, 
new techniques related to skin trauma could be discovered. But more importantly, new 
discoveries could also result in progressing our understanding of internal scarring like 
liver cirrhosis, cystic fibrosis and emphysema. 

...The surgical centre’s mission  
was to become a  

Centre of Excellence....
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Brighton and Sussex University Hospital
Brighton and Sussex University Hospital (BSUH) is an acute teaching hospital working 
predominantly across two sites: the Royal Sussex County Hospital in Brighton and the 
Princess Royal Hospital in Hayward’s Heath. The Brighton campus includes the Royal 
Alexandra Children’s Hospital and the Sussex Eye Hospital, and the Hayward’s Heath 
campus includes the Hurstwood Park Regional Centre for Neurosciences. 

The Royal Sussex County Hospital is seeing over £480 million being invested in a 
redevelopment which is bringing it into the 21st Century. Not only will the capacity 
of the hospital be improved as a result of this but so too will the Sussex Cancer 
Centre (which is being upgraded). With further investment  also in brain surgery and 
neuroscience specialisations, the hospital aims to become a truly world class facility. 
As part of its work, the hospital also contains a Clinical Imaging Sciences  Centre 
which it uses alongside the medical school and cutting edge university research teams 
through the use of high quality imaging services in the fields of PET-CT, CT and MRI for 
the benefit of local patients. 

A new Clinical Trials Unit (CTU) has been set up with the vision to develop an accredited 
CTU to support clinical research across a range of disciplines which will contribute to 
the evidence base for the diagnosis, management and prevention of disease. The aim is 
to attract multi-centre, randomised controlled trials. The Brighton and Sussex CTU is a 
collaboration with the Universities of Brighton and Sussex, BSMS, Brighton and Sussex 
University Hospitals NHS Trust and the NIHR Research Design Service South East. 

The Royal Sussex County 
Hospital is seeing over 

£480 million being invested 
in a redevelopment which 
is bringing it into the 21st 

Century....
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Universities
The University of Sussex
The University of Sussex, 7.5 miles from the county border is internationally 
recognised for its world-class research across many subjects. University staff 
work regularly with a range of businesses from multinationals to SMEs on 
ground breaking research and its practical uses. They achieve this through 
a number of specialist life sciences and biomedical research centres based 
at the university. The Genome Damage and Stability Centre focuses on the 
causes of DNA damage and identifying the faulty repair systems which lead to 
cancer. The Sackler Centre for Consciousness Science combines world leading 
research in Psychology, Psychiatry, Computer Science and Artificial Intelligence, 
Neuroscience, and Cognitive Science to assist brain-injured patients through 
new clinical interventions. 

In 2013, there were 1,765 undergraduates in related degree programmes. 
1,235 of these were reading degrees in biological sciences like biology, 
molecular biology and biochemistry, and psychology. With a further 85 
postgraduates specialising in the more biological routes, the strength of the 
research centres as well as their potential will continue to grow. Couple this 
with the 360 undergraduates reading clinical medicine, it is clear to see that 
there are real benefits to be gained by continuing the university’s already stellar 
work in the business community and taking advantage of the plethora of 
training options and bright individuals across the institution.

The Sussex Innovation Centre is also linked to the university where there are 
entrepreneurs, start-ups and innovative growing companies who are offered 
strategicadvice, a business support team and, for those who need it, flexible, 
professional office space. The goal is to help business grow quickly and 
sustainably during the vital early years of operation. 

Sussex and Brighton Medical School
Sussex and Brighton Medical School, 14.1 miles from the county border, is 
attached to the University Hospital and its courses are run as a partnership of 
the two universities. Each year 138 British and 10 overseas medical students are 
accepted on to the Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery undergraduate 
courses. With 16 applications per place, it is one of the most popular and over-
subscribed courses in the UK, reflecting the calibre of the facilities, opportunities 
and research being done. The heavy investment in research has led to a large rise 
in post-graduate research students. An example is the $4 million state-of-the-art 
Clinical Investigation and Research Unit, which enables researchers and doctors 
to carry out patient centred research and clinical trials and is partly responsible 
for the doubling of research income in the past 5 years. They also benefit from a 
Clinical Imaging Sciences centre.

The awarding of a Human Tissue Act licence through the HTA has been a huge 
step forward in the research potential for the medical school. With the growing 
tissue bank key not just to building on the academic research of the institution, 
but also to the future efficacy of industry sponsored trials.

The University of Chichester’s
The University of Chichester’s excellent Department for Sport and Exercise 
Sciences also has links to the life sciences sectors. In 2013, 85 undergraduates 
were reading subjects allied to medicine as well as 1,115 undergraduates and 50 
postgraduates in biological sciences. With over 27 research publications in Sports 
Medicine, Injury and Rehabilitation since 2010, the cluster and university could 
benefit from collaborative working in the prevention, consequences and treatment 
of injury from organ level to the entire body.

In 2013, 1,765 undergraduates  
in related degree  
programmes. ...
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The University of Brighton
The University of Brighton is renowned for its School of Pharmacy and Biomolecular Sciences and only 7.9 miles from the county 
border. In 2013, the total number of students reading their first degree and postgraduate in subjects allied to medicine totalled 2,255 
and 865 respectively. With just under 15% of all students specialising in this area, the strong Pharmacological credentials of the 
university are clear. Courses from Undergraduate to Postgraduate levels are strongly linked to practical uses in industry, from hospital 
pharmacists to research in the pharmaceuticals industry. Therefore the benefits that could be gained in collaborative working within 
the West Sussex cluster as clear to see.

A further 1,110 students are reading Biological Sciences at undergraduate level as well as 165 Post-graduates. The University of 
Brighton has several research centres focused on medical treatments. The Centre for Regenerative Medicine looks at repairing 
diseased or traumatised tissues and organs through the use of minimally invasive therapeutics with a combination of recent 
breakthroughs in biochemistry, nanotechnology, genomics and tissue engineering. The Brighton Musculoskeletal Research Centre 
carries out research to provide greater understanding of musculoskeletal diseases and develop new diagnostic tools and therapies. 

The University of Surrey
The University of Surrey, 14.2 miles from the county border has recently made major investment in this sector with £10 million 
invested in new engineering for health labs. This is to help drive forward Surrey’s ‘Engineering for Health’ campaign, which looks 
to address the challenges on the expanding ageing population, as well as the demand for 24/7 care and its impact on the health 
service. The funding will help train up highly-skilled graduates, who will be able to develop technologies such as remote monitoring of 
patients and apply the analysis of ‘big data’ to personalised care.

Its health and medical science faculty has 2,000 full time and 2,000 part time students and has established a new £45 million vet 
school, one of only eight in the UK. In the latest UK research excellence framework (REF 2014) they were rated one of the top eight 
UK institutions for biosciences, health and veterinary research. Their research has led to improved understanding and treatment of 
diabetes, cancer, addiction, cardiovascular and infectious diseases. Focusing on the medical trials and care provision side of the 
life sciences is The Surrey Clinical Research Centre. Attached to the Royal Surrey County Hospital, it is both a Clinical Research 
Facility and Clinical Trials Unit that together cover all aspects of trial design, set-up, trial conduct, data management, data analysis 
and reporting from single-site to global multi-centre trials. While currently specialising in sleep, psychopharmacology, oncology, 
immunology and vaccine development, an even broader therapeutic portfolio is constantly being developed.

...Postgraduate 
levels are 

strongly linked to 
practical uses in 

industry....
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Disclaimer 
Whilst we take care to ensure the directory is correct when published, and we apologise for any errors or omissions, the fluctuating nature of the 
economy means that we can take no responsibility for the accuracy of the information, nor for the use to which it is put. (July 2015) WS31303(B) 02.2016

For more 
information: 
West Sussex Council
Website: www.businesswestsussex.co.uk
Email: business.support@westsussex.gov.uk


